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DAY AFTER GROOM SHOT DEAD
BY POLICE, HIS LITTLE GIRL SHEDS...
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a, 3, weeps yesterday. Her father, Sean Bell,
S gunned down hours before his wedding.

Queens grand jury set to hear cops’ case
Michael Daly explains why they panicked




RAGE IN QNS. STREETS

JOEL CAIRO

Nicole Paultre, Sean Bell's fiancée, is sup-
ported by Rev. Lorenzo Williams yesterday at
Queens rally to protest Bell's slaying; Paultre
and Bell with their two daughters (inset).

As hundreds of protesters took to
the streets to demand justice,
Queens District Attorney Richard
Brown was preparing to present the
case to the panel “in the next few
days,” the source said.

Brown is to meet this morning
with his homicide investigator and
the head of his investigations unit
to review evidence in the Saturday
morning shooting outside a strip
club, the source said.

The five NYPD officers who fired
their weapons were placed on paid
administrative leave yesterday and
asked to surrender their weapons,
as the Rev. Al Sharpton led a rally
outside the hospital where the two
survivors were b-ing treated.

The names of the officers were
not released, and none of them has
been interviewed by investigators.

Meanwhile, Mayor Bloomberg
has arranged a meeting with com-
munity leaders at City Hall to dis-
cuss the shooting.

Bloomberg, believed to have
been at his Bermuda home over the
weekend, spent yesterday calling or
e-mailing black leaders, including
Rep. Charles Rangel, the Rev. Floyd
Flake and former Mayor David Din-
kins.

“He said he was doing
everything he could to
find out what happened,”

that we would get to the ~
bottom of what happened.” =
Michael Palladino, president of
the Detectives" Endowment Associa-
tion, praised NYPD brass for “allow-
ing the investigation to proceed be-
fore rushing to any judgment.”

Police Commissioner Raymond
Kelly said the officers opened fire
on the car carrying the three men
when the driver, Sean Bell, rammed
their unmarked minivan.

Bell, 23, who was to be married
later Saturday to the mother of his
two children, was shot in the neck
and killed. His friends, Joseph Guz-
man, 31, and Trent Benefield, 23,
were wounded in the 4 a.m. inci-
dent outside the Kalua Cabaret on
94th Ave. in Jamaica.

Kelly said statements an under-
cover officer overheard inside the
club led police to believe the men
were going to retrieve a weapon.
No gun was found in Bell's car.

Friends who had attended a bach-
elor party for Bell at the club told
cops Bell, Benefield and Guzman
mistook the plainclothes officers
fer robbers and were trying to get
away.

A Hispanic undercover officer
who was rammed by the minivan
fired the first shot, followed by 10
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DA planning probe ‘in days’

ON A DAY OF RAGE and sorrow, a source told the Daily
News yesterday that prosecutors are expected to ask a
grand jury this week to probe the fatal shooting of an un-
armed groom on his wedding day.
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more rounds. A white plainclothes
detective who was in the rammed
van got out and fired 31 shots, stop-
ping to reload. The second officer
in the van fired three times. §i

A lieutenant overseeing the surs
veillance operation was in an

the first shots rang out, thinkin
was under fire, a source said.
Two officers riding with the

said. One, a 17-year veteranyfi

who has nine years on thefi
fired once, police said. i

Trini Wright, 28, a dancef;
club, insisted the cops opefg
without identifying themse
was going with Bell and
to a diner and was pulll
makeup bag in the trunk of their
car when the cops’ minivan ap-
peared.

“The minivan came around the
corner and smashed in-
to their car. And they
[the cops] jumped out
shooting,” Wright told

City Councilman Leroy The News. “No ‘stop.’
Comrie (D-Queens) said 50 shots No ‘freeze.’ No noth-
of Bloomberg. “He want- demand answers. g

ed to assure me he was PAGE 38 The police were look-
engaged, involved, and ing for signs of prostitu-

tion and drugs at the
club when the shooting broke out.
“We cannot allow this to continue

to happen,” Sharpte id outside
&ﬁéa‘. where

Mary Immaculatg
Guzman was in jgfificall condition
and Benefield wa gmble cond1—
tion. ? 4

“We've got to § x:Btand. that all
of us were in §hip " Sharpton

told about 300 protesters, who
chanted, “Mo justice, no peace!”
and counted to 50 to represent the
number of shq{s fired.

The protesgers,. including Bell's
grieving fa-be, Nicole
Paultre, hady arched several

blocks to th “hospltal from Commu-
nity Church of Christ, where a serv-
ice was held &drlier.

During the march, Paultre col-
lapsed and had to be boosted by
people surrounding her.

Sharpton compared the shooting
to that of Amadou Diallo, the
22-year-old unarmed African immi-
grant who was shot 41 times in
1999 by police as he was reaching
for his wallet.

“This is a case that is going to be
a watershed case like Diallo was,”
Sharpton said.
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